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Difference is Good
“If we are to reach real peace in this world...we have to begin with children”
Mahatma Gandhi
the more “functional”
strongly embedded “basic
skills/interventions” for
low- and moderate-income
children. Another increasingly difficult problem urban schools have is finding
balanced approaches to
academic and enrichment
instruction. The arts, field
trips, sports, music, home
economics and shop classes
have been drastically reduced or pushed out entireField Trip to Movie Theater to watch Black
ly for basic skills and acaPanther sponsor by The Greenfield Fund of the CFNJ
demic intervention courses.
Sadly, many city schools
are not positive developsignificant impact into stuSchools have many admental settings for many
vantages over most commu- dent’s lives.
low-income children. Think
nity and after school proabout it from the viewpoint
grams. Schools have better
However, there is an ineaccess to money and requality between the expecta- of the child or teenager
who struggles more each
sources. Their faculty are
tions and curriculum when
year as the curriculum is
college graduates, many
comparisons are made behighly certified in their field tween economically advan- getting harder and more
of study. And let’s face it,
taged children from children demanding and the fun
enrichment classes are few
they have access to students in the low to moderate into non existence. School is
seven hours during the week come communities: more
and after school with pro“powerful” educational op- mandatory. He or she
jects and homework assign
portunities for economically spends seven hours, five
days a week in place where
ments. Schools can make a
advantaged children versus

they are reminded each
day of their failure or best
their lack of academic
achievement and the added anxiety associated with
the threat of being held
back or of being singled
out for summer school
remediation.
How many of us adults
have found ourselves
stuck in a disappointing or
unsatisfying job or situation? This is a pretty dark
depiction of school, but
remember, I’m writing
from the point of view of
the students who struggles
academically.
But schools are important
and children and teenagers, especially the ones
who struggle, must find
ways to find success and
eventually their place in
society as productive and
fulfilled adults.
Continued on page 2

PARENT’S MESSAGE
zano. When Erik started
Restore he was an extremely
shy 9 years old kid. He
lacked confidence. He ask a
store clerk for a toy he
wanted. He would rather go
without and felt he was a
bother.

My name is
Gulielmo Manzano and I
am the father of Erik Man-

At Restore, he
loved running and playing
in the gym, being with his
school friends and being
with the older Restore
members. Restore was a

place for him to be a kid.
When he returned home he’d tell me
how much fun he had
and that he did the dishes
for the first time. I didn’t
think he’d continue to go
but he is an 18 years old
high school senior and a
leader in the program
which shows how dedicated he is to Restore.
His mother tells
me how much better Erik

is in school and now he
is focused on his work.
Restore tutors have
helped him understand
his homework. Many
times he’d come home
frustrated with his school
work, but he knew the
tutors at Restore would
help him understand and
learn. Restore is a good
place to be and I recommend that all parents
take their children to
Restore.
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“If we are to reach real peace in this world...we have to begin with
children” Mahatma Gandhi
Continued from page 1
What was discovered,
through time and research, is
that younger children mostly
enjoyed their schools and
afterschool pursuits, but
struggling preteens and teenagers still had nowhere to go
and many if given the option,
do not want to be in programs that they felt was an
extension of their school
day.

“Do not
give
your
past the
power to
define
your
future”
Danielle La Porte

Valentine’s Dinner

High quality community and
after school programs, like
Restore, purposely create
activities and programs that
are different from schools. In
the 2-4 hours we have with
our students we are meeting

social, recreational and academic needs. Restore is about
adult and child relationships
first. Community values are
learned. Time to relax and hang
out with friends are encouraged. Life skills are practiced.
And there is time for homework help and tutoring.
Research also suggest that from
the student point of view, it is
not the afterschool programs
that motivate them, but the environment the adults create that
is accepting, safe and caring. It
is within that type of setting,
youth, especially preteens and
teenagers, take advantage of the
programs, the relationships and

the opportunities offered by
the afterschool program.
What research has also
shown is when schools and
out of school programs know
and value each other, students benefit. Policy makers,
faith communities and funders should encourage and
create opportunities for local
schools and out of school
organizations to meet, collaborate and when possible,
partner to meet the needs of
all students. We all may look
different to the student but
we are working to produce
the same outcomes.

ERIK’S TESTIMONIAL
“My Journey”
By Erik Manzano
I went to summer school in
7th, 8th, 9th grades. Those
were frustrating and troubling years. I struggled because I wasn’t focused and
school was stripping the
confidence out me. Because
of my negative experiences
and constant disappointments, I decided that having
fun was better than trying to
be a better student. I really
didn’t know how to turn my
academics around.
I was a member of Restore
since 4th grade. Mr. Bagby
and Ximena were always
telling me that I had potential. I didn’t believe them.
My grades and going to
summer school every summer were giving me a different message. I can’t really
tell you how it happened, but
I think as my confidence and
abilities increased at Restore, my attitude and drive
in school improved.

Needless to say, Restore
became my second family.
You can be any religion,
ethnicity or race and we will
welcome you all and love
you the same. Every time
the door was open, I was
there. I went to every field
trip and the extra activities.
I especially liked being with
the older teenagers. They
had such confidence and
were sure of themselves.
The only thing I couldn’t do
was to be a part of Restore’s
summer program. That really hurt. I thought I was too
dumb to pass to the next
grade like my friends and
had to go to summer school.
The Restore adults have had
and continue to have a
heavy influence on me. As a
child I would almost never
do anything myself. I’ve
never did chores and I barely ever touched the dishes at
home. Restore helped me
become responsible. I’ve
matured and learned so

much because of the adult’s
influence at Restore.
My mentor when I was in
middle school was Gary
Reece. He must be the
smartest person alive. What
I really admired about him
is that he was so patient
with all of us. My best
friends Jakub, Tony and
Richard are super smart. We
were assigned to do a castle
in 6th grade. Gary had us do
much research and discussions that all of us were like
experts on castles and medieval life. Our project was to
design and build a castle
and to present it to our class.
Mr. Bagby and a couple of
the high school Restore students came during the
school day to hear our
presentation. Even though I
struggled in grades 7-9, I
knew in the back of my
head that I was not dumb.
The reading club was someContinued on page 3
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ERIK’S TESTIMONIAL
thing that also helped me a lot
as well. I was in the reading
club since fourth grade. I
liked it. Mr. Bagby made
reading fun. He did most of
the reading, so I really got to
understand what was happening in the stories as I listened
to him and other students who
were better readers. Eventually I started reading more in
the group and on my own.
One of the things I remember
was reading the Christmas
Carol by Charles Dickens and
going to the play at The
Shakespeare’s Theater in
Madison, NJ. That was one of
the best experiences in my
life.
There was also a comforting
feeling I had when tutors
from Phillip66 (formerly
ConocoPhillips) helped me
with my math homework,
they never judged me for not
knowing the material, they
helped me until I fully understood and they’d smile be-

Continued from page 2

cause they knew they just
helped me get the math concepts. I learned how to play
chess from Ethan. Scott
would come in a little early
and shoot basketball or play
soccer with us. They took the
drudge and boredom out of
learning.
Going into my sophomore
year Restore helped me learn
time management. I accomplished my goal and stop using summer school as a
means to going to the next
grade. I was able to fully participate in Restore and became a peer leader and volunteered at the summer programs.
Another thing that amazed me
was I discovered my writing
talent at Restore. There was
an SAT study group taught by
another Restore volunteer,
Melinda Nye. She was an
amazing person to work
with. Melinda helped me and

others with English and History assignments in addition
to getting us ready to take
the SAT. And at times she’d
tell us to write about a passage or article we read. I
wrote a story and after she
read it, she showed it to Mr.
Bagby and told him that I
had a gift for writing stories.
That was the first time I’ve
ever had someone tell me
that. I never even thought I
was a decent writer. Then
Mr. Bagby also told me time
and again I was a very good
writer. I went on a college
weekend with Restore and
one of the Restore alumni
spoke about his college experiences and gave me a
journal. I started writing and
haven’t stop. Now in my
senior year in high school
my English teacher tells me
I’m a good writer. She says
my writing is original and
very descriptive.
My last two years in high

school is far better than any.
I’m doing better academically,
I’m in a play in my Italian class,
and I have good rapport with
my teachers. I like school. My
overall GPA is not the best and
I still need a couple of points on
my SAT. I take the test again in
March. My first choice college
is William Paterson University.
If I don’t get in, I’ll go to Union
County Community College
right here in Elizabeth and volunteer at Restore. I plan to get a
degree in Child Psychology
with a minor in Creative Writing.
It has been a long journey from
a frustrated, scared kid with no
clue about my future to where I
am today. All I know is I could
not have so much hope for my
future if it weren’t for my supportive parents, my Restore
friends and all the amazing Restore staff and volunteers who
believed in me and saw a hopefilled future before I did.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
“Only I can change my life.
Confidence and selfNo one can do it for me.” esteem are the two most im-

portant aspects of formation of
a child/teen. Reading Erik’s
testimonial brings me satisfacIt is amazing seeing
tion and I feel very proud of
our children grow day to day
and some of them are ready to Erik, because of our advices
and guidance, he came to unspread their wings and fly toward to their dreams and their derstand that only he can overwonderful futures. As a direc- come his fears, achieve his
goals and discover his talents. I
tor of Restore After-School
Program my goal is to provide a am sure that he will do amazsafe atmosphere and a healthy ing things in his future.
relationship between staff and
children. We make sure to inErik is an example of
fluence them, and help them
what Restore can do for our
achieve their success in school youth and in order to continue
and happiness in life. We moni- with this amazing path, we
tor each of our children to pro- need to work harder to provide
vide support and help that is
safety to our program . Now it
required according to each of
is difficult to say to our chiltheir situations.
Carol Burnett

dren, don’t worry everything is
okay and you are safe here,
when out there is so dangerous. Trust me, it’s not easy at
all, especially in a urban area
where we are located. I pray
for protection every day.
I would like to fundraise for an intercom/security
system for our Program, which
will give me a little of be of
peace. Please, help me provide a safer program to our
children.
We are working on
our 5k walk/run for June 10,
2018 To donate please go to:
www.generosityseries.com/
restore scroll down to our

participants, select any participant
that you wish to support and then
follow the “Support me” directions. So let’s keep preparing for
the big day June 10, 2018 at Oak
Ridge Park located in Clark, New
Jersey. Support us and also come
out and cheer us on.
Thank you in advance
for your support
_Ximena Carrasco

RESTORE AT A GLANCE
UPCOMING EVENTS:
EASTER EGG HUNT

March 27,2018
SCIENCE WEEK

April/May TBA
* NJ 5K RUN/WALK
June 10, 2018

•

END OF THE YEAR
BBQ,
June 14, 12018

*

SUMMER PROGRAM
July 2018

Visit us on the web!
Donate!
WWW.RESTOREKIDS.ORG
FACEBOOK!
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ RESTOREKIDS/
TO GIVE ONLINE:
WWW.GUIDESTAR.ORG/PROFILE/
52-1922292

Student’s profile:

Realizing…
Potential…
Maximizing…
Achievement...

Erik Manzano
My name is Erik Manzano and I am 18 years old. I am currently enrolled in
John E. Dwyer Technology Academy and I am a senior. I’ve been attending restore for 8 years. I
first heard of about restore when I was in the 4th grade. A boy named Bryan was giving out permission slips for a summer program called Restore. I thought it would have been really cool to go.
When I got home and showed my mom she thought it was a good idea too because I wouldn’t be
sitting around doing nothing. I signed up and when I got here I realized I was the youngest one
here and another thing I none of my classmates showed up.
I didn’t want to be alone so what I decided to do is invite my best friend Jakub. I asked
Mr. Bagby for a permission slip to give to him. Jakub, my mother and I walked to Restore everyday. Everyone was either in high school or was about to be and we were just 4th graders becoming
5th graders.
Restore to me is a second family. When I started attending Restore I was the new generation of kids. When I began high school I saw a new generation of kids coming everyday. I’ve been
watching them grow up over the years and I’m so proud of how much they’ve matured and gained
so much knowledge about a little bit of everything. I hope to see them succeed in life. There’s one
person I have high hopes for, his name is Jerimiah Fassett. He’s an amazing friend of mine, someone I could always talk to and a loyal companion. He’s so smart and I know he’s going to be
something amazing life.
Restore has heavily influenced me over the years. Restore helped me break out of my
shell and met a group of amazing people over the years. I’ve matured and learned so much all because of Restore. Without Restore I’d be at home not doing anything, playing video games and
wasting my time. Restore is also a place you can go to if you’re having problems at home. If you
want to get things off your mind, Restore is the place to do that. I can’t imagine my life without
Restore, all nine years have been the best, all of my best memories have been here. I love Restore
with all my heart.

